SOME CARDINAL PRINCIPLES OF METHOD IS
writing from the very start. This is the direct method of
teaching English, because it is the shortest route to the
goal,, in contrast with other methods which, being more
round about, may be called indirect,
second principle
Predominance of Oral Work
Oral work should predominate from the outset and
have a prominent place throughout.
There are several reasons why in learning English
the pupil should acquire ability in speaking as soon as-
possible.
(a) Oral practice is the quickest way of getting
started. Speaking is quicker than writing or reading,,
because it makes a direct connection between hearing
and utterance. When the pupil imitates in speech the
words and sentences of others, he does so directly,,
without any difficulty intervening. But in order to
write he has first to learn how to make written symbols—
a laborious process ; and in order to read he has first
to learn to interpret visible symbols in sounds, and to-
connect with each symbol or set of symbols its corres-
ponding sound. Writing and reading are thus indirect
or mediate acquirements ; speaking, as compared with
them, is immediate or direct. Thus it takes far less time
for pupils to make early progress in using language by
speaking than by first trying to write or read it. To-
make progress in use of language as soon as possible-
has a valuable psychological effect on the pupil; it
supplies a stimulus and an interest in going ahead which
is lacking or lessened where the sense of progress is-
not present. +
(6) There is another reason why this interest is.
increased by giving oral practice first place. To be able
to speak a language makes that language more living
and real to a child than to be able to read or write it-
In the use of his mother tongue it is through speaking
that he has been accustomed to make known to others
the thoughts, feelings and needs of his daily and hourly
life. Writing and reading liave a minor and occasional
place only in communicating .with those around him,.

